TIME OUT

Seeing Is Belize-ing

Reef to rainforest, a one-of-a-kind vacation By Ken Beaulicu

o there we were, Jooking out past our priviie

splish pool o the crystalhine waters of the west-

ern Caribbean — in one hand,a superlarge pifia

colaibs, o the other, 3 manm g Glled wath
pan-szared mger shrmgp — a dee worhing sounds of
inlanel imunac esomated theogh our ary 1,5300-foor vills,
It was almost too much to comprebend. " You know!” my
wifie, Kathy. saml, o she mude her way 00 o private
ok, “wr doesn’t gev any beoer than this™

Actually, it doex. The sl at Cavo Espanco sees to
that. The tropical resort, a provate sl off the e coast
of Belize, renunds you of just how good kfie can ger. For
fouar days, we were treated s if we owned the place. Chur
trcles buthers, Obed and Erwmn, provided gensc-ike
Atcntion i grantig our every wish.

Cayo Epanin, a six-namme boas ride from the aown
of San Pedro on the island of Ambergris Cay, was the
frst of throe stogs on our 10-day tour of Behiee, We
woald aho viar two remarkable oo i the country’s
tacathiaking junide — the Lodge at Chaa Creck and
Blancaness Lodge, owned by Francs Ford Coppola
Ohr itinerary undericored the beauty of Behize, which
offers a fexa of unspodled namral wosders, fom g
langess barrier reef in the Western Hemiphere to hush
rainforests teeming with hivory and abundant wildlife.

Long before mading oor sandals for hikng boan,
Thowever, we were adons 1o see why the sl slind of
Cayo Espanen s 3 perenmul favorite with celobs. The
anwwer to that question began to unfikd the moment our
baosat pualled up w the main Sock, o the ennee wall hoed
up to greet an with warm smiks and friendly handshaloe.
1 kept looking around to see if perhaps they had confised

i with someone imporuns, Obed handed o the best
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ruiting pifla coladas this side of Central America and then
e s 10 ur private villa, Casa Olita, ose of poly sx on
the nhind. Wi nat in Kimars avpsonr, homwey.

W spent our fint enchated evening — then the
next and the nest — enpoyingg 2 candlebir dimner ae the
end of our dock, bencath a canopy of stars | thought we
could reach out amd twach. The four-course m
romized to our mdividual palites (but wath 3 Behacan
owisth, ws o debightfil as the warm brecze and the
splashimg of needle now fish

Our days were equally memorable, split between
rebucanion (inchiding an in-room mxsage) and ostdoor
adventure, Dive master German Alimalla wok us 1o twe
prime workeling spow, Shark-Fay Alley and the Hal
Chan Marine Reserve, 3 S-squarcemibe ares that
achades part of the barrier reef, seagran beds and nun-
groves. | was downiright guddy swimming among suth-
ern vimgrays and nurse sharks; it wan akin o being in a
ot fidll eof playilal puppies.

The kighlight of our Caye Espanta expericnce wa 2
private picic on the note wesiern sie of Ambergr
Cary W parked ourselves on two chaise Jouniges under an




umbrells o the afable Alamills
wwumed the wle of chel, He
whipped up a fresh baech of ceviche:
{raw conch marinated in lane juice
with alive oil and spices) and grilled
fsh be had speared casdier that day.
By contras, Chas Creck, in the
counry’s Cayo Disrict, provided
the quintessential jungle expen-
ence. Located on 3 shady hiBude
abowe the Macal River, the diverse

remote wesern  moantams. The
upicale T0-acre property was once
used as 3 retreat for Coppola’s fam-
iy and friends. Each spacious, mas-
terfully decorsted villa dn on usn
for seriking views of the wyllsc Pri-
vawion River, the jungle and wr-
rounding pine forest.

One cvening, we mode homes
through the vveet-umelling fores
and meadows cut to Big Reock Falls

for an urvigorstng swim. The fol-
lowing day, we cxplored the dra-
matic  Mountain  Pine Ridge,
inchading Thousand-foot Falks, Bio
Frio Cave and Rio on Pook. Amd
when it was ume to head back w0
reality, we knew we had

enced a vacation of a bfetme. Il

Ken Besuliew is & former exeoutive
editer of Continental

propery is 3 3-acre
tl wonderlind. ht offers hiking,
mountain biking and horeback
riding and sccommodsres 3 nanaral
hicory center and Hlue Morpho
Butterlly beeeding farm.

We wisited the ancient Maya site
of Kumntunich (Masden of the
Rasck), with its impressive 135-foot
palace overbooking three plazas,
(The Maya cvlization dominated
Central America fom about AD.
250 vo 900.). Then we ook a faci-
nating wour of Actun Tnichd Muk-
nal (Cave of the Stone Sepulcher),
where we waded through water 25
deep o 5 feer and squecred be-
wween lmestone rock formuations en
oute to “The Cathedral “There, we
sood amid jaw-dropping salag-
mites. atul sealacrites, culral ar-

facts and the remains of 3 young
My giel merificed many moons
ago. The place gave my wife the
creeps; | wanted fusice.

Our Belirean journcy ended xt
Blaneanesux Lodge, in the counmrys
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