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Breathtaking blue waters await every traveler

that touches down in Belize.
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Belize is an easy tropical getaway, possessing much of the
allure of the South Pacific for considerably less time and mon-
ey. Daily flights-some less than 3 hours for southern travel-
ers—depart for Belize City and San Pedro from most major
airports, conveying passengers to some of the most intriguing
places on Earth.

The Great Blue Hole would certainly qualify as one of those
intriguing places. A spectacular cobalt circle almost 1,000 feet
wide on a canvas of azure water, whose depths were charted
by Jacques Cousteau during the early 1970s, it is believed to
offer some of the world’s best diving. Many scuba enthusiasts
are hard-pressed to disagree, and day-trip dive tours can be
booked through most hotels and resorts.

The Great Blue Hole is situated in the Belize Barrier Reef,
the longest barrier reef in the Western hemisphere and the
second longest in the world, exceeded in size only by the
Great Barrier Reef near Australia. A half-mile off the coast
of Ambergris Caye, Belize’s reef system is home to sea tur-
tles, manatees, and more than 500 species of tropical fish and
marine life, making it one of the planet’s most dazzling and
diverse ecosystems. Its warm shallow water is ideal for swim-
ming, snorkeling, and diving.

While its Caribbean beaches and island resorts may account
for much of Belize’s appeal, it is in the festive inland towns,
with their open air markets and restaurants, that the charac-
ter of its hospitable people shines, and it is in the jungles to
the west that its mysterious history can be explored.

Until about 1,800 years ago, Belize was the heartland of the
Maya, once the most prominent civilization in Central Amer-
ica. More than 24 significant Mayan ruins remain available
for tourists to visit. Noteworthy among them is Lamanai.
Translated into English as “submerged crocodile,” Lamanai is

considered to be Belize’s most fascinating Mayan ruin, boast-
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ing awe-inspiring architecture in a picturesque
jungle setting overlooking New River Lagoon.
Day trips to the site and its 125-foot-high pyr-
amid are easily scheduled and best experienced
by water taxi on the New River, which is a great
way to see the variety of indigenous birds and
other wildlife that roam the riverbanks.

It is, however, somewhere between the beach
and the jungle that a first-time visitor truly dis-
covers Belize, arriving at the realization that it
is something more than just nice a place for a
tropical couple’s getaway or a family vacation or
a line to check off on a wanderluster bucket list.

Above all else, Belize is a state of mind.

However you first discover it-whether it’s
ziplining across a jungle canopy, climbing an-
cient pyramids, snorkeling along the reef, diving
the Great Blue Hole, horseback riding on the
beach, repelling down waterfalls, spelunking
through Belize's extensive cave system, shopping
in San Pedro, or simply getting to the bottom of
a bottle of locally-produced Beliken beer-Belize
is a sensory expericnce that lingers like a souve-
nir long after you return home, even as a part
of you may remain walking barefoot along the

Placencia Peninsula under a Caribbean moon.

IT IS, HOWEVER,
SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN THE BEACH
AND THE JUNGLE
THAT A FIRST-TIME

VISITOR TRULY
DISCOVERS BELIZE




