e Island in Belize

sion and a golf course all to yourself
BY MICHAEL HILLER

Royal-blue skies. Turquoise,
crystal-clear waters. Pearl-white
beaches. I don't know how
Crayola chooses their Crayon
colors, but I'm pretty sure they
first see them here.
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terated golf on a course where more than half the holes border
the ocean. Not challenging enough? Most of the other holes
touch fresh-water lakes.

Builr a couple years ago by an avid golfer who is said to have
made a fortune in the Kentucky coal business, the island exists
for its spectacular golf. A full-time staff keeps the conditions
pristine. There arc a few private villas (which are available for
rent), a clubhouse and a dining facility (open every day, though
it rarely has customers), a marina, and a great resort poaol and
bar. The whole thing cost millions to build. The best pare?
You'll likely be the only golfer on any given day, and ic's all
there for you,

Want to take a mulligan (or two)? Go ahead; no one cares.
Take your shoes off berween holes. Play 54 holes if you want.
Play No. 16—a 623-yard, par-5 monster—again. It's a tricky
course, with crosswinds and fresh-water crocodiles to contend
with, bur the narrow fairways are a fair trade for the well-man-
icured property, sculpred bunkers, spectacular ocean views, and
the opportunity to play a course you can truly call your own.

As | relucrantly prepare to leave the tranquility and luxury of
Cayo Espanto for the return home, Churchill hands me the
guest book), Leafing through the comments of previous vaca-
tioners, I see one has written, “How sinful to spoil, pamper and
overindulge people the way you do.” Churchill tells me that,
like many of their guests, the comment’s author has since been
back ... twice.

I look forward to reading my own guest-book entry ... when
I, too, return.






WHAT THE GUIDEBOOKS DON’T TELL YOU




*Cayo Espanto is expensive, but go ahead and splurge. Current
rates for a one-bedroom villa start ar $700 a night, but all
amenities, meals and cockrails are included. The entire island
and all five villas can be had for $5,500 a night.

*Though pricey, Cayo Espanto remains fully booked most of
the year. To book the entire island for a family or corporare
event, plan early.

*Leave all your valuables and jewelry at home. Cayo Espanto is
very private, and you're unlikely to run into any other guests
while you're there.

*Each villa has a CD player, stereo, telephone (to call your
houseman), wet bar, air-conditioning ... but no clocks and cer-
tainly no alarms.

*Bring sunscreen and camera film. Both are difficult to find.

A PERFECT DAY AT Cavo ESPANTO

Wake up with the sunrise, no alarm clock in sight, and enjoy
morning coffee wartching the sun stretch itself across the sky:
For breakfast, ask Chef Papi, who worked at some of the best
restaurants and resorts in Napa, to prepare huevos rancheros and
fresh papaya pancakes. Before lunch, go snorkeling with Tacio,
then return for a late lunch on the way to carch the 1 p.m.
flight from San Pedro to Caye Chapel. For a $54 round-trip
ticker, Maya Air will fly you to a most extraordinary golf expe-
rience. The greens fees are $200, but the course and the views
are worthy. After the round (or two), enjoy a cocktail at the
pool bar while waiting for your return flight home. Don't
worry: You'll see the plane landing just a hundred yards away.
Back at Cayo Espanto, join your spouse for dinner on your pri-
vate dock, now lit with /fuminarias, and enjoy a Cuban cigar
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